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If you would please turn in your Bibles to John chapter 18, John chapter 18 and we will be picking up at verse 33.

With Google and Wikipedia we live in an age where more information, facts are available to us than in any other period of human existence.

The prophet Daniel, some six hundred years before the birth of Christ prophesized that knowledge will increase in the last days (Daniel 12:4).

While in today’s culture we know a lot of facts, we seem to know very little truth.

Last week I shared the one great truth that we as Christian know, trust in, and are called to proclaim.

The apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:2 “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

For I decided, resolved, determined, deliberately kept my message plain and simple.

His message was simple: First who is Jesus, and then what Jesus did—died on the cross, was crucified in our place. 

Do you believe this? Is this true? Is it true for you but it might not be someone else’s truth?

Is the gospel message of who Jesus Christ is and what He accomplished on the cross offering salvation to all who would believe and trust in Him true?

Or is the gospel one truth among many? It’s just the one that works for me.

How do you know it’s true? How do you know that anything is true for that matter?

Look here at John chapter 18 starting with verse 33.

John chapter 18 opens up with Jesus praying in the garden when Judas along with a “detachment of soldiers” come and arrest Him.

They take Jesus first to Annas and then to Annas’ son-in-law Caiaphas, the high priest. 

Annas had been High priest for a long time and he still had a lot of influence in the Sanhedrin, the ruling council of the Jews.

Wanting the death penalty, they then took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman governor. Under Roman law the death penalty had to be given by a Roman authority.

Here in verse 33 Pilate has agreed to examine Jesus to determine if he has done anything deserving the death penalty.

John 18:33-38 “So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 

35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 

36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 

37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 

38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”…”

I am going to ask the folks in the back to get the video ready. I think this will help us as we try to get at what is truth.

[Video: What Is Truth]

Truth is relative. Truth comes from within. You have your truth; I have mine. Truth is unknowable. Truth is dependent upon the time and the situation.

There is no absolute truth. (Except for that statement.)

So, what is truth?

Well really when it is boiled down there are really only two options when it comes to truth. Either there is truth or there is not.

We as Christians believe that there is absolute truth because there is a God who is the source and absolute standard of all truth.

God revealed His truth to us through the Old Testament prophets, the Bible, and most clearly through His Son Jesus Christ. 

He has given us His Holy Spirit whose ministry it is to guide us and lead us into all truth, into God’s truth.

One commentator offers this simple definition of truth drawn from what the Bible teaches: Truth is that which is consistent with the mind, will, character, glory, and being of God. 

Even more to the point: Truth is the self-expression of God. That is the biblical meaning of truth. Truth flows from God.

Reality is what it is because God declared it so and made it so. 

Therefore God is the author, source, determiner, governor, arbiter, ultimate standard, and final judge of all truth.

On the other hand if God is not God, or at least God as He reveals Himself to be in Scriptures then it seems logical to conclude that there is no absolute standard of truth.

Your truth is as equally valid as my truth if we are our own standard for truth because who’s to say who’s right.

Look. If you start with God. He created everything. He is good, holy, just, perfect, and the Supreme Being over everything.

He created everything, which includes you and me. Therefor we answer to Him. He has authority over me. What He says is good is good and what He says if bad is bad.

Because God is God He can rightly say to us His people “because I say so!”

He has said so in written form, the Bible. God did not leave us to guess at what truth is, He told us in His word.

The Bible gives us an objective source of God’s revealed truth. It’s not up to what this guy said or that guy said. It’s not even up to how I feel about something that make it true or not.

If God says it is truth then its truth. 

But here is the thing. People don’t like that. They don’t like it when God says “because I say so.” We don’t like it when someone else sets the standard.

So what have people done? What they have always done.

They either deny that God exist, or create their own god. Or they deny His word, the Bible. 

If there is a God out there we don’t really have any real way of knowing what he is like.

When I was a fairly new Christian I left a church because the pastor said that the Bible was a book about God, written by men, in which we find truth. 

For some the Bible is just ancient mystical writings on the same par as Buddhist or Hindu writings. 

So if there is no god, or at least there is no god who has spoken to us then we have no way of knowing what his will is so your guess is as good a mine.

Last week I read from Ecclesiastes 1:9; “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.

I have always thought the fundamental issue underlying the fall of man in the Garden of Eden was authority. 

Authority does play a significant role in the fall but the foundational issue in the fall of man in the Garden of Eden (for Eve at least) was the issue of truth. 

Who spoke the truth, God or Satan? Who was to be believed? Who was to be obeyed? The answers to these questions depend upon who was thought to be speaking the truth.

How incredible that Eve would believe a serpent and not God! 

In the first chapter of the Book of Genesis, the account of creation is given with the repeated expressions, “And God said, . . .” followed by, “and it was so” (or similar words):

“Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so” (Genesis 1:9).

Satan took the form of a serpent, a created being. 

He began by questioning God’s command regarding the eating of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 

He distorted the command, and in so doing implied that God was withholding much that was desirable. 

By inference, He raised a question concerning the goodness of God. 

“How could God be good and withhold so much that is good?” 

Finally, he virtually calls God a liar by assuring Eve, “You shall surely not die!” (Genesis 3:4). 

And so Eve must choose who to believe—who is telling the truth. 

Eve made the wrong choice. God is the source of truth; Satan is the source of lies and deception.

We find at the very beginning of the Bible a lesson to be learned. 

God is true, and He always speaks the truth. Satan is a liar, who can be relied upon to lie. 

Satan is the great deceiver, who from the Garden of Eden onward has been seeking to lead men and women astray, turning them away from the truth, and deceiving them into believing his lies.

God is the source of all truth. His Son, Jesus Christ, Personified the truth. What does this have to do with us?

We are to listen to God as He has spoken through His Son and continues to speak through His Word, the Bible. 

We are to listen because God has instructed us to listen. 

But we should also listen because we realize that God’s Word, His truth, is vitally important to every aspect of our daily Christian walk. 

Consider some of the ways the truth of God’s Word impacts our daily lives.

The truth of God’s Word is the message which we must believe to be saved.

Without the Bible we would not have the gospel message. We can’t pick and choose which parts of the Bible we are going to believe.

If we are going to say that the Bible contains errors then how can we trust the message of the cross isn’t a mistake?

The truth of God’s Word is the basis for our faith.

The truth of God’s Word (of the gospel) is the message we proclaim to lost sinners in order that they might be saved.

The truth of God’s Word is also the basis for the condemnation of those unbelievers who reject the truth of the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:12-13).
The truth of God’s Word is essential to our sanctification, our becoming like Christ.

God’s Word is essential to discipleship, and it results in knowing the truth, which sets us free. 

Jesus said in John 8:32, “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”. 

The truth will make us free; it tells us how we may be free from the power of sin and the penalty of death. 

But how do we “know the truth”? 

Allow me to point out a rather obvious but often neglected fact: John 8:32 begins with the word “and,” which indicates to us that John 8:32 is a continuation and conclusion to John 8:31. 

Listen to John 8:31 and 32 together: “Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32).

How do we know the truth? By abiding in the Word of our Lord, by abiding in the words of Scripture. 

In so doing, we are truly His disciples, and we are free. 

Truth originates in God.

Is is revealed in Christ and in the written Word of God, the Bible.

The Bible should be a priority in our lives. We find truth in God’s word not in Supreme Court ruling, politicians, news reports, polls, or even in how we feel about something.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us seek, by His grace, to be people of the Word, people who love truth and who search the Scriptures to find it. 

And let us be those who incarnate the truth, putting it into practice in our daily lives, to His glory.
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